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Our Mission 
Statement
‘Inspiring a love for  
lifelong learning.’

Welcome to our school prospectus. We hope 
that you find the information invaluable, 
however if you have any further questions, or 
would like a tour of our school please phone or 
pop in and ask.

Our school is well respected within our community, 
and we are delighted that so many of our former pupils 
carry on the family tradition and send their own children 
to Ashford Park! We are proud to have a tradition of 
providing a stimulating and creative environment for 
your children, as they start their learning journey from 
age four in our reception classes, to age eleven in year 
six. For all of us who work at Ashford Park, it is our aim 
to provide a learning atmosphere where there is respect 
for people of every age, creed and colour.



The aims 
of Ashford 

Park
The aims of our school are interwoven into the Every Child 
Matters Agenda and are shared by all our children and staff. 

We strive to create an environment that is passionate about life long 
learning, provided within a creative and reflective professional learning 
community.  

Our children are educated to: 
• Be Healthy 
• Stay safe 
• Enjoy and achieve 
• Make a positive contribution 
• Achieve economic well being

At Ashford Park we aim 
• To develop the skills of lifelong learning 
• For all learners to thrive and reach their full potential 
• To celebrate and share our learning successes 
• For every learner to foster a caring and considerate attitude

A broad, balanced, fulfilling and fun curriculum is provided, where there are 
equal learning opportunities for all children; and where each child’s unique 
individuality and potential is encouraged. Above all, we wish children in our 
school to be happy and to feel valued and successful, so that, by the time 
they leave Ashford Park they are ready and eager to go forward, having 
established a firm foundation for the future during their time with us.

“We strive to create an 
environment that is  
passionate about lifelong 
learning, provided within 
a creative community”



School 
Context

Ashford Park opened in 1990, after Hengrove School and 
Woodthorpe School amalgamated. Our well-maintained 
buildings are set in beautiful grounds, which the children 
actively use to support their learning. 

There are fourteen classrooms, an ICT Suite, a purpose built library, a 
drama studio, a home economics area and a large hall which houses the 
gym equipment. The school is very well equipped with modern furniture and 
excellent resources in all classrooms. All staff ensure that the classrooms 
are attractive and stimulating places for the children, where life long learning 
is encouraged and supported. In addition the school offers a cycle rack, a 
pond area and the Jubilee Garden for children to use all year round.

To support the smooth flow of learning throughout our school, we are  
re-structuring our learning environment, to allow for an infant learning 
unit, a lower junior unit, an upper junior unit, and a learning resource unit, 
supporting the teaching and learning of the six areas of learning, as identified 
in Sir Jim Rose’s review of the Primary Curriculum.

Attendance

Children of statutory school age are expected to attend school 
regularly and punctually. We expect our children to have a 
minimum attendance of 95%. Poor attendance always results in 
a lack of achievement at school.

What to do if your child is absent 
Please ring the school office by 10am to report your child’s absence. An 
absence note should always follow on the day of return to school. Children 
should only be away from school if they have had sickness or diarrhoea, or 
similar childhood illnesses.

Exceptional leave of absence during term time 
All holidays and occasional days off, taken during term time, will be recorded 
as unauthorised, unless permission has been granted by the headteacher 
for exceptional circumstances. Please ensure that, where possible, dental 
appointments etc. are taken after school hours.



Curriculum 
& Learning

Key Stage 1 and 2 Curriculum  
We aim to provide a broad and well-balanced curriculum, which meets the 
needs of each child according to their age, ability and aptitude. Through 
curriculum mapping and thorough planning we cover all aspects of the 
National Curriculum. We offer termly ‘Curriculum Information Evenings’ 
throughout the year to parents to discuss the learning that will be taking 
place throughout each term.

Enrichment Activities  
At Ashford Park we are passionate that learning will take place where 
possible through first hand experiences and we provide many opportunities 
for this to happen. School visits include trips into the local community, 
as well as further afield to visit galleries, museums and residential 
opportunities during the junior years to support curricular enjoyment 
and experiences. Throughout the year we invite many theatre groups and 
visiting professionals to enrich our children’s learning experiences.

If any parent finds difficulty in making the necessary contribution to an 
activity, they are invited to see the head teacher in confidence, as the  
school may be able to offer assistance in line with our Charging and 
Remissions Policy.

English  
Reading and writing are essential life skills. In Literacy lessons we promote 
the importance of language and literature in our lives. Reading is given a 
high profile and we encourage children to choose and share books from our 
structured reading scheme, a termly book club and our well-stocked school 
library. Children are given many opportunities to use their reading skills 
across the curriculum. 

Children work in an environment where they can listen and respond 
appropriately and confidently. Through the Primary Strategy, children are 
encouraged to develop skills which enable them to write effectively for a 
variety of purposes, both during Literacy lessons and in other subjects.  
We give due emphasis to presentation, handwriting and spelling in all 
subject areas.

Throughout their time in school, children are given many opportunities to 
develop and use their skills in Speaking and Listening.

“At Ashford Park we are 
passionate that learn-
ing will take place where 
possible through first 
hand experiences”



Mathematics  
We aim to promote Maths as a useful tool for everyday 
life. It is important for tackling practical tasks and real-
life problems. Numeracy is given a high profile; children 
are encouraged to learn and use and apply number facts, 
number bonds and multiplication tables. 

In line with the Maths Framework, an emphasis is 
placed on developing number skills and on developing 
the children’s oral and mental ability with Mathematics. 
Maths is taught daily in all year groups, and is 
differentiated to ensure that all needs are met. Children 
are encouraged to record and explain their work in 
a variety of ways, which clarifies their thinking and 
communicates this to others.

Science  
In Science we aim to develop enquiring, investigative 
minds through pleasure and interest and to encourage a 
disciplined and safe approach to thinking and learning. 
We aim to encourage the children to communicate their 
discoveries in a variety of ways and to invite discussion, 
comment and criticism. We aim to utilise and develop 
pupils’ real-life experiences within their Science 
learning. Science-based topics are taught each term 
throughout the school.

Sex Education  
Formal Sex Education forms an integral part of our 
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
(PSHEE) curriculum. It is taught within year groups 
through videos, discussion and workbooks. In addition, 

children’s questions outside of these lessons are 
answered sensitively and appropriately, according to the 
age and maturity of the child. Children are encouraged to 
discuss such questions with their parents.

Our Sex Education Programme was developed in 
consultation with staff, parents, and governors. All 
material is available for parents to review before the 
programme is taught; a letter will go out to parents 
inviting them to such a review at the appropriate time. 
Any parent who wishes to withdraw their child from Sex 
Education has the right to do so, and should inform the 
class teacher of this decision.

Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT)  
At Ashford Park we believe that ICT plays an essential 
and increasing part in our lives and we aim to teach 
children to master its skills and explore its potential with 
understanding and excitement. We have a well equipped, 
ICT suite, which is effectively used to support all areas 
of the curriculum. Every classroom has an interactive 
whiteboard to enhance our teaching of the curriculum 
and to develop our children’s learning experience.

Geography  
Geographic topics are taught throughout the school. 
Geography skills are covered in these topics, but they are 
also cross-curricular, especially with History and Science. 
Where possible, we provide the children with opportunities 
for field studies linked to geography topics. 



Religious Education (RE)  
In RE, our children are taught about the main religions of the world, in order 
to promote tolerance and understanding of each other and to foster respect 
for the beliefs of others. RE is not used as a platform to promote one world 
religion above any other. At Ashford Park, we use the Surrey Agreed Syllabus 
to support our teaching.

NB: This subject is non-denominational in character, but parents may 
exercise their right to withdraw their child from RE lessons. Any parent 
who wishes their child to be withdrawn from RE lessons should contact 
the Headteacher. Children withdrawn from RE lessons will work in another 

class for the duration of the lesson.

Assembly  
Assemblies in our school are designed to encourage respect for others both 
in school and in the wider community. They are often PSHEE (Personal, 
Social, Health and Economic Education) based, although will sometimes 
contain a theme which is more religious in character. We are obliged by 
law to have a daily act of worship which is broadly Christian-based, and 
our assemblies do reflect this. Occasionally, assemblies will be taken by 
ministers from local churches or from the FACT charity. We also use the 
SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) materials extensively 
throughout our school. However, as in our RE lessons, we do not actively 
promote one religion over any other. NB: Parents have the right to withdraw 
their child from assembly and should contact the Headteacher if this is the 
case. Children who do not attend assembly will work in another area of the 
school, supervised by a member of staff.

History  
In History, we aim to arouse and develop children’s interest in and curiosity 
about the past. By focusing on specific periods in British and world history, 
the children learn why past events occurred and the effects these events had 
on people at the time and their impact on us today. Children learn to look 
at evidence and make deductions based on their acquired knowledge of the 
past. A range of resources are used, including documents, photographs, 
video footage, pictures and artefacts, to deepen the children’s knowledge and 
understanding. Where possible, the children’s learning is enhanced by visits 
to museums and other historical buildings or by visits to school by ‘Living 
History’ groups.

Design & Technology (D&T)  
In D & T children design and make a range of products, from moving 
monsters and stringed instruments to fairground models and Tudor houses. 
They have the opportunity to cook, to sew and to investigate and evaluate 
simple products and their packaging. They do this through focused practical 
tasks where they can develop and practise their skills and knowledge.



Music and Drama 
In Music the children are able to use a variety of instruments from all 
over the world to compose, practise and perform. They also have many 
opportunities to listen to and appraise a wide variety of different kinds of 
music. In singing lessons the children have the opportunity to sing many 
different types of song, practising them in unison, in harmony and in 
‘rounds’. Our children have the opportunity to sing as a choir annually with 
the Spelthorne Music Festival. The children have the opportunity to use ICT 
in Music lessons by recording their compositions and also by composing 
pieces of music by using a computer program. The school runs a hugely 

popular drama production every two years.  

Instrumental Music Tuition 
This is provided through the Surrey Music Centre, and children receive their 
lessons during school time from peripatetic teachers. Currently we have 
tuition available in violin, guitar, piano, cello and keyboard. Parents who 
wish their child to learn how to play an instrument should make enquiries 
at the school office.

Art and Design 
In Art & Design lessons, each child will have the opportunity to experience 
drawing, painting, collage, printing, textiles and 3D work. Children have 
the opportunity to design, make and evaluate their work. In addition to the 
practical work, children in each year group have opportunities to examine 
the art of a particular non-western culture and that of European artists.

Modern Foreign Languages  
We employ a specialist teacher to teach French to all Junior aged children, 
bringing French culture to life. Our teaching is through dance, songs and 
drama workshops, as well as French taught lessons.

Physical Activity  
Each year, all children experience elements of the areas of activity within 
the PE curriculum: games, gymnastics, dance, athletics, and outdoor 
and adventurous activities. In each area, within a general framework to 
ensure progression, children are encouraged to respond to challenges, 
express their ideas, and to develop and improve their skills and techniques. 
The children are taught skills in planning, performing and evaluating, 
with a strong emphasis placed upon co-operation, fair play and good 
sportsmanship. Children are also taught to recognise the importance of 
rules and safety procedures. It is our aim to promote participation in, and 
enjoyment of, physical activity and a healthy, active outlook on life. We have 
been successful in achieving the Healthy Schools Initiative, and our children 
take part in the Surrey Cycling Initiative and the Surrey Golden Boot. All 
year groups apart from year 3 have a weekly coaching session with Sports 
Focus.

We believe that it is of the utmost importance that every child learns to 
swim as early as possible. All Year 3 children are given the opportunity to 
learn to swim.



Fully  
Inclusive 

School
Ashford Park is an inclusive school and supports children 
with a variety of needs. We implement the Special Educational 
Needs Code of Practice and work in close partnership with 
parents to achieve the best for all of our children. 

Our class teachers have the main responsibility for ensuring that the 
special educational needs of the children within their class are met; 
however all staff have regular meetings with the Special Educational Needs 
Co-ordinator (SENCo), to discuss pupil needs through provision mapping 
and attend where necessary locality team meetings where individual pupil 
support is discussed.

Acorn Centre 
Ashford Park is one of eight schools chosen by Surrey LA to have a 
specialist centre for children with moderate learning difficulties. This 
purpose built centre provides specialist support within a mainstream 
setting for identified children with a statement of special educational needs.

Our children are additionally supported through the provision of Teaching 
Assistants and Special Needs Assistants, in class, the Acorn Unit and in 
through the running of intervention programmes.

Accessibility 
Our school is a single story school. All areas of the building may be 
accessed by wheelchairs.

“Ashford Park is now one 
of eight schools chosen 
by Surrey LA to have a 
specialist centre for  
children with difficulties”



Pastoral Care and School Discipline 
This is undertaken by all our staff, working together as part of the school 
community.

Living with others, in work and play, takes up a large part of life, therefore, 
working together is very important. We encourage self-discipline whenever 
possible and our expectations are high.

Some children do at times misbehave – like all of us they are only human! 
As a school we have written our learning and teaching, and behaviour for 
learning policies, to support all in the consistent approach to supporting 
children who demonstrate behaviour difficulties. Persistent misbehaviour 
is discussed with parents/guardians and if necessary other professional 
services may be involved.

Whilst attending the school we hope to extend the responsibilities available 
to the children in order that they may gain in confidence and have a feeling 
of self-worth.

Extended Services 
Ashford Park Breakfast Club is open to all pupils who attend the school. 
The club runs daily for an hour before school providing children with 
breakfast and a calm but fun start to the day.

The Gap Club is an after school club provided by an external company. The 
club runs until 6.00p.m each school evening.

Helping your Child 
It is important to remember that children do not just learn at school, you 
are your child’s most enduring educator.

Throughout school life it is important that there is close co-operation 
between us all so that all our expectations can be realised. Everyone is 
interested in the children, happy at successes and supportive at difficult 
times. To work together we would ask you to discuss with your child our 
Home/School Agreement and to sign in agreement annually. 

Talking to Teachers 
Parents are invited to attend an interview with the class teacher during 
the Autumn, Spring and Summer terms. Staff are readily available to talk 
to parents during the school year, but please understand if sometimes an 
appointment may be necessary.

Finding out about School Life 
We produce a weekly newsletter that informs parents of school happenings. 
In our entrance hall there are booklets that may of interest to you. We also 
have a school website www.ashford-park.surrey.sch.uk. 

Children’s Progress / Target Setting 
Staff hold termly Curriculum Information sessions and termly Parent 
Consultation sessions, where a written report is provided to ensure that 
parents and children are aware of end of year target expectations, subject 
targets and attendance percentages.

“We hope to extend the 
responsiblities to the 
children so that they  
may gain in confidence”
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