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Which scheme do we use to 
teach Phonics? 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
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making connections between the sounds of our 
spoken words and the letters that are used to 
write them down.

Phonics is…
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At APPS Phonics is taught through:
• Daily short phonics lessons.
• Learning the GPCs- Grapheme phoneme 

correspondences. This means children are taught all 
the sounds in the English language and how they are 
written down.

• Teaching the children how to say the sounds aloud and 
then blend them to make the whole word. Blending is 
a vital skill for reading. E.g.: b-oa-t = boat.

• Learning to do this the other way round. E.g. boat= b-
oa-t. This is called segmenting and is a vital skill for 
spelling. 

• Teaching children to use sound talk when blending and 
segmenting, e.g. l-o-ng.
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Blending to read words

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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Teaching phonics

• Phonemes are broken down in to phases and taught in 
order.

• Phases 2, 3 and 4 are taught in reception. 
• Phase 5 is taught in Year 1.
• Sound buttons are used so we can sound talk and blend.
• Tricky words/common exception words are taught 

alongside phonics lessons.
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Terminology
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High Frequency & Common Exception 
Words
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How we make learning stick 
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• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling
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Videos to support your child

https://www.littlewandlelett
ersandsounds.org.uk/resourc
es/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


We want children to
love reading

Reading should be 
enjoyable

We want children to read 
for pleasure

Learning to read should be
a positive experience

Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum

Reading
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• Once children have a secure knowledge of a 
number of GPC’s (Grapheme Phoneme 
Correspondences) and are confidently blending, 
they will be ready for reading books.

• Prior to this they may have wordless books which 
develop great language skills and teach children 
the layout of books and how to handle books.



How we teach reading

Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled 3 times a week

• taught by a trained member 
of staff 

• taught in small groups

Books are:

• matched to children’s secure 
phonic knowledge and word 
reading

• read three times a week

• sent home via Collins ebooks



Reading practice book
Reading practice books are carefully matched to the phonic phase 
the children are working on. This is so your child is able to read the 
book fluently and independently. When children take their book 
home to read they should be 95% fluent.

• Please do not worry that a book is too easy – your child needs to 
develop fluency and confidence in reading.  Re-reading a book  
they have read before helps develop fluency – this is the goal.

• Celebrate their success!!!



Sharing Book

The shared book is for YOU to read:

• Make the story sound as exciting as you can 
by changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:
• Introduce new and exciting language

• Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

• Make up sentences together

• Find different words to use

• Describe things you see
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Phonics Screening Check
In Year 1 in June each child will undertake a phonics 
screening check. 
This is a government expectation. 
We would like to assure you that the children are not put 
under any undue stress as we teach and assess phonics 
daily, therefore they will be very used to the format of the 
check. 



Please look at the Little Wandle videos and guidance for parents.

Support children in learning their phonics sounds.

Let your child “show off” their reading to you and celebrate and 
praise all the way!

Share books with your children for pleasure.

What can you do at home?



APPS and Little Wandle 
website and resources
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/

https://www.ashford-
park.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Phonics+and+Early+Reading&pid=19
7

https://collins.co.uk/collections/little-wandle-letters-and-sounds-
revised-phonics-flashcards

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Little-Wandle-Phonics-Flashcards-
Reception/dp/000858754X/ref=sr_1_3?crid=5MOOXL25JL3B&keywor
ds=little+wandle+flash+cards&qid=1695222815&sprefix=little+wan
dle+flash+cards%2Caps%2C64&sr=8-3

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.ashford-park.surrey.sch.uk/page/?title=Phonics+and+Early+Reading&pid=197
https://collins.co.uk/collections/little-wandle-letters-and-sounds-revised-phonics-flashcards
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Little-Wandle-Phonics-Flashcards-Reception/dp/000858754X/ref=sr_1_3?crid=5MOOXL25JL3B&keywords=little+wandle+flash+cards&qid=1695222815&sprefix=little+wandle+flash+cards%2Caps%2C64&sr=8-3
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